St. Brigid’s Church
Raymond Terrace

Our Lady Help of Christians Church
Mallabula

St. Christopher’s Oratory
Medowie

ST. BRIGID’S PARISH - RAYMOND TERRACE
Sunday 30th November 2025 ~ First Sunday of Advent (Year A)

“Our Parish will be a vital, caring and welcoming community, living the Gospel of Jesus in word and action.”

PARISH INFORMATION

Parish Office:

65 William Street, Raymond Terrace
PO Box 10 Raymond Terrace NSW 2324
Phone: (02) 49871888
Email: rtparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Web: www.stbrigidsraymondterrace.com.au
Office Hours: Monday: Office Closed
Tuesday to Friday: 9.30am - 2.30pm

Fr. Joyce Sebastian Victor
Parish Priest
St. Brigid's Parish & Myall Coast Parish
Dean Myall Deanery

Fr. Peter Thoai
Assistant Priest
St. Brigid's Parish & Myall Coast Parish

Parish Secretary: Kate Allen
Financial Secretary: Phil Hickling

Sacramental Coordinator: Maryjane Malone

ST. BRIGID’S
69 William St, Raymond Terrace

Weekend Masses:
Saturday 5.00pm and Sunday 9.30am
Weekday Masses:
Tuesday and Wednesday 7.00am
Friday 9.15am
Reconciliation: Saturday 4.15pm

ST. CHRISTOPHER’S
507 Medowie Rd, Medowie

Weekend Mass:
Saturday 6.00pm
Weekday Masses:
Tuesday and Friday at 5.30pm
Reconciliation: Friday 5.00pm

OUR LADY HELP OF CHRISTIANS
1193 Lemon Tree Passage Rd, Mallabula

Weekend Mass:
Sunday 7.30am
Weekday Mass:
Thursday 9.15am
Reconciliation: Sunday 7.00am

The Presider blesses the wreath and the assembly with the sprinkling of holy
water, using these or similar words:

Let us pray.

May the sprinkling of this water remind all of us gathered here of our
first sharing in the grace of baptism. During this time of Advent may we
prepare for the Lord’s coming with open hearts and minds. May this
wreath be a symbol to us of this time of prayerful watching and waiting
for the coming of the Lord.

The Presider or an assistant lights the first candle, which is often named the
Prophets” Candle as the prophets prepared the way for the future coming of the
Messiah.

V. Lord Jesus, your coming was proclaimed by the prophets of old. The
Prophet Isaiah called the Chosen People and today calls all people ‘to
walk in the light of the Lord.” (First Reading).

R. Come, Lord Jesus.

V. Lord Jesus, we believe you come among us now. St Paul urges us to be
people of the light and to let our armour be the Lord Jesus Christ.
(Second Reading).

R. Come, Lord Jesus.

V. Lord Jesus, you will come again in glory .You ask us to ‘stand ready,
because the Son of Man is coming at an hour we do not expect.” (Gospel).
R. Come, Lord Jesus.

Presider

Let us pray.
Grant your faithful, we pray, Almighty God, the resolve to run forth to
meet your Christ with righteous deeds at his coming, so that gathered at
your right hand, they may be worthy to possess the heavenly Kingdom.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your son, Who lives
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God
for ever and ever.

R. Amen

READINGS FOR THIS SUNDAY
FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5 ~ The Lord will gather all nations in eternal peace in the
kingdom of God.
SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14 ~ The time has come, our salvation is near.
GOSPEL READING: Matthew 24:37-44 ~ Stay awake, you must be ready.




Please remember the following people in your prayers:

The Sick
Lucy Went, Tony Murphy, Linda Birt, Peter Betwell,
Alicia Proctor, Rachael Hill, Kevin McKinley, Dianna McKinley,
Alan James, David Ross, John Flynn, Michael Johnson,
Robyn Turner, Sarah Carter, Yvonne Bailey, Hugo Rice,
Christine Natson, Kylie Scott, Andrew Pelley, Lila Lineham,
Keith Smith, Justen Bailey, Patricia Bowmaker, Kerrie,
Christine, Johanne Kenning, Michael O’Halloran, Ted Lyons,
Matthew Carter, Margaret Spooner, Carmel Walker, Jan,
Eileen Mullen, Andrew Trivers, Elaine Margery,
Bishop Michael Malone, Coral McCaull, Zeljka Woods,
Jessica Byron, Judith Robbins, Elaine Roberts, Clare Lyons,
Carol Bourke, Bernadette Clarke, Lisa Pritchard, lan
Robertson, Sue Dainton, Chris Buttigieg, Joe Buttigieg,
Susan Munnery and Rae Blyton.

The Recently Deceased
Yvonne Morris

r

(Masses will be offered on request. Due to privacy laws, names of
the sick and deceased can only be put in the bulletin with the
permission of the immediate family.)

Bulletin Notices

Please see the back page of this Bulletin for more notices.

Christmas Ministry Volunteers

We are calling for volunteers to assist in the ministries at the
Christmas Eve Vigil Mass and the Christmas Day Mass at St.
Brigid's Raymond Terrace and at Our Lady Help of Christians
Mallabula. Please place your name on the sheet at your Mass
Centre notice board this weekend so that the completed
rosters can be published in the parish bulletins in the lead up to
Christmas.

m Christmas 2025 Mass Times m

CHRISTMAS EVE VIGIL

St. Brigid’s, Raymond Terrace
Wednesday 24th December at 7.00pm

Our Lady Help of Christians Church, Mallabula
Wednesday 24th December at 8.00pm

St. Christopher’s Oratory, Medowie
Wednesday 24th December at 9.00pm

CHRISTMAS DAY

Our Lady Help of Christians, Mallabula
Thursday 25th December at 8.00am

St. Brigid’s, Raymond Terrace
Thursday 25th December at 8.30am

Anointing Mass at St. Brigid’s and OLHC Mallabula

An Anointing Mass will be celebrated on Wednesday 3rd December at
9.15am at St. Brigid’s Raymond Terrace and on Thursday 4th December
at 9.15am at Our Lady Help of Christians Mallabula. Please note the 7am
Mass on Wednesday 3rd December at St. Brigid’s will be cancelled.

Working Bee at Our Lady Help of Christians Mallabula

A Working Bee will take place at Our Lady Help of Christians Mallabula on
Saturday 6th December (the day before the Ecumenical Service). Nothing
to strenuous! Just a general tidy up outside, raking the leaves, pruning the
garden and pressure washing the mould off the church brickwork. Please
speak to Catherine Kilpatrick to express your interest and to arrange a
start time. Many hands make light work!

Christmas Ecumenical Service at OLHC Mallabula

All are welcome to attend the Christmas Ecumenical Service at Our Lady
Help of Christians Mallabula on Sunday 7th December at 4pm. Please
bring a plate of food to share with others.

Simbang Gabi

Join with our Filipino Associations as they commemorate and host
Simbang Gabi during December at the Sacred Heart Cathedral. The
Opening Mass will be held on Monday 15th December at 7pm. To see all
the Simbang Gabi Mass dates please refer to the poster on the notice
board.

Diocesan-Wide Survey on Sacraments

A working group has recently been established to review our current
Sacramental processes across the Diocese. The goal is to identify how
best to support both those participating in the programs and the facilitators
who lead them. To assist with this, we invite participants and facilitators in
Sacramental programs, to complete a short survey to gather insights into
how these programs are delivered. The feedback collected will help shape
future diocesan support. Please use the links below to access the survey
appropriate to your circumstance to give feedback about your experiences.
Please note that the surveys will close on 19th December 2025. Survey
Links:

https:/lwww.surveymonkey.com/rINBWRBKO - this link is for Participants in
the Sacramental programs.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/S759LTP - this link is for Parents of
Participants in the Sacramental programs.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/STNL7TS - this link is for Facilitators of
the Sacramental programs.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SQJFVKT - this link is for Individuals who
have taken part in the RCIA program.

Pilgrimage of the Migrant Jubilee Cross: A
Conversation with Bishop Michael

The Migrant Jubilee Cross is making its way around
Australia and will visit Maitland-Newcastle Diocese from
19th-21st December 2025. It is an opportunity for the
Catholic Church in Australia to mark the celebration of
the Jubilee of Migrants and continue to acknowledge and celebrate the
faith, gifts, contributions, and resilience that migrant communities bring to
our local Church and the world. Join “A Conversation with Bishop Michael”
on Friday 19th December from 2pm-4pm at the Victor Peters Suite, 841
Hunter Street Newcastle West. Come and be a part of a hope-filled
conversation around the future of multi-cultural ministry in the Diocese of
Maitland-Newcastle. To register visit: https:/mn.catholic.org.au/event. On
Sunday 21st December 2025 the Migrant Jubilee Cross will be hosted at
three community celebrations: 9.30am: Ukrainian Catholic Community at
105 Gosford Rd Adamstown. 11.15am: Syro-Malabar Community at Our
Lady of Victories Church 262 Sandgate Rd Shortland and 6.00pm:
Vietnamese Community at Holy Cross Church 30 Oakland Street Glendale




MASS AT HOME

Live stream Sunday Mass from the
Sacred Heart Cathedral Newcastle
You can watch the live stream from the Sacred
Heart Cathedral every Sunday at 9.30am by
visiting the website: www.mn.catholic.org.au
and clicking on “Sunday Mass Live Streams”.

Watch Mass For You At Home on TV
from the Diocese of Wollongong
You can watch Mass for You at Home on
Channel Ten at 6am on Sundays or on Foxtel's
Aurora Channel (173) at 10am on Sundays.

Watch Mass Online
Visit these websites: www.10play.com.au or
www.massforyou.com.au to watch Mass for
You at Home at a time convenient to you.

DIOCESE OF MAITLAND-NEWCASTLE

To find out ‘What's On’ in our Diocese visit their
website www.mn.catholic.org.au or call them on
4979 1111 (Monday to Friday).

ROSARY

The Rosary is prayed before Mass at
St. Brigid's Raymond Terrace every Friday,
Saturday and Sunday.

The Rosary is prayed at 7am every Sunday
at Our Lady Help of Christians Mallabula.

The Rosary is prayed before Mass at
St. Christopher’'s Medowie every Tuesday,
Friday and Saturday.

SCAE ROSTER

First Weekend: 5.00pm Saturday
St. Brigid’s Raymond Terrace
Second Weekend: 6.00pm Saturday
St. Christopher’'s Medowie
Third Weekend: 7.30am Sunday
Our Lady Help of Christians Mallabula
Fourth Weekend: 9.30am Sunday
St. Brigid’s Raymond Terrace

Fifth Weekend: 5.00pm Saturday
St. Brigid’s Raymond Terrace

PARISH BULLETIN
To have a name placed on the Death
Anniversaries or Sick List please
ensure that you phone or email Kate
at the Parish Office before 11.30am
on Thursdays.

ADORATION
First Friday of the Month at St.
Brigid's Raymond Terrace at 8.30am.

Every Friday at 5.00pm at St.
Christopher's Medowie.

SAFEGUARDING
The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle
Office of Safeguarding: 4979 1390

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

SOCIETY
Newcastle: 49 676 277

Mallabula: 0402 087 401 (Brian)

ST. BRIGID’S, RAYMOND TERRACE

Welcomer Ministers of the Word Extra-Ordinary Presentation of Gifts
Ministers of Communion
29/11/25 |Mary Thorpe Tracey Edstein Marijke Bakker Paul Edstein
Clare Dawson Barbara Edstein
30/11/25 | Vinette Shrimpton Shane Giggins Steve Hickling Catherine Hickling
Phil Hickling Elenoa Cutmore
6/12/25 | Mary Thorpe Claire Mannyx Tracey Edstein Mary Thorpe
Carmel Warby
7M2/25 | Margaret Pryer Sharon Blyton Sharon Blyton Vinette Shrimpton
Astrid Hartcher Linda Birt
OUR LADY HELP OF CHRISTIANS, MALLABULA
Ministers of the Word Commentator Presentation of Gifts
30/11/25 | Catherine Kilpatrick Cynthia Rogers Sue Dallas & Elizabeth Currie
71225 |Jenny Ryan Jeremy Clark Anne Cheetham & Albert Went
ST. CHRISTOPHER’S, MEDOWIE
Open, Close & Lock Welcomer Minsters of the Word Presentation of Gifts Acolyte
29/11/25 | Greg Hammond John White Ann Byron Flynn Family Noel Tucker
Nina Hammond Leonie White Leonie White
6/12/25 | Greg Hammond Yvonne Carolan | Jenny Garrett Patrick Byron Andrew Chahoud
Nina Hammond Leonie White Ann Byron



http://www.10play.com.au/
http://www.massforyou.com.au/

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: To you, | lift up my soul, O my God. In you, | have trusted; let me not be put to shame. Nor let my enemies
exult over me; and let none who hope in you be put to shame.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia! Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation. Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield its increase.

HYMNS FOR THIS WEEKEND AT ST. BRIGID’S RAYMOND TERRACE
City of God ~ Hymn 57 Open my Eyes ~ Hymn 166 One Bread One Body ~ Hymn 129 Sing to the Mountains ~ Hymn 92

2026 Introductory Course in Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE)

Commencing on Monday 2nd February 2026, over five consecutive Mondays at MacKillop Parish, Charlestown. Topics covered include
Pastoral Care, Listening, Self-Awareness, Grief, Healing & llliness and Community. Contact Fr. Roger Zohrab for further information.
Mobile: 04185 438 649 or Email: rzohrab@bigpond.com

Invitation to Medowie Friendship

An invitation is extended to all parishioners from Medowie, Mallabula and Raymond Terrace to the following friendship events:

o First Monday of the Month: Cuppa at the Greenhouse (Pacific Dunes) at 10.00am. For more details please call Nina on 0428 848 033.
First Thursday of the Month: Ladies’ Dinner. For more details please call Leonie on 0418 456 072.

o First Thursday of the Month: Men's Dinner at the Bull n Bush Hotel Medowie. For more details please call Patrick on 0409 648 837.

e Second Tuesday of the Month: Craft and Cuppa at Ann’s. For more details please call Ann on 0458 193 312.

o Third Weekend of the Month: Cuppa after the Saturday 6pm Mass at St. Christopher’s Oratory Medowie.

2026 Columban Art Calendar

The Columban Art Calendar is a beautiful and meaningful resource that has been part of Cathalic life in Australia for over a century. The
2026 calendar is the 104th edition! Each calendar sold supports the missionary work of the Columbans in fifteen countries. The
Columban Art Calendar serves as a practical tool encouraging prayer, planning, and participation in the Church’s mission throughout the
year. For parishioners at St. Brigid's the calendars are available in the side porch, please place your $10 in the envelope provided. For
parishioners at St. Christopher's Medowie and OLHC Mallabula wanting to purchase a calendar, please place $10 in an envelope
marked with your name and 'Columban Calendar’ and ensure it comes to Parish Office via the collection/port.

Discover Palms International Volunteering

Discover Palms International Volunteering online in two special sessions where you'll hear how skill-exchange makes a lasting impact in
communities in our Southeast Asian region. Option 1: Explore our 'Gap Year opportunities for (18-25y0) Year 12 graduates and
university students, that could shape your future on Thursday 4th December 2025 at 6pm or 9pm AEDT (NSW/VIC/ACT/TAS) online.
Option 2: Join our Timor-Leste Encounter Information session for those who would like a short taste and tour of Palms placements to
Timor-Leste from 14th-27th May 2026 on Monday 8th December 2025 from 7.30pm-8.30pm AEDT (NSW/VIC/ACT/TAS) online. For both
events please register online at: palms.org.au/events or by calling (02) 9560 5333.

Contribute to the Mission of the Church

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle is seeking expressions of interest from people across our Diocese who feel called to contribute their
wisdom, skills and passion on one of our new Boards or Councils. With a refreshed governance structure that honours both civil and
Church law, we are creating new Councils, Boards and Committees that remain faithful to the teachings and mission of the Church as
well as help shape the future of our Diocese. Detail about each of the Councils, Boards and Committees can be found on the Diocesan
website: www.mn.catholic.org.au. This is an opportunity to share your gifts and experience while contributing to the mission of the
church. Expressions of Interest for the Councils and Advisory Boards will close at 11.59pm on 8th December 2025.

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10 ~ He judges the poor with justice.

SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-9 ~ Christ, the hope of all people.
GOSPEL READING: Matthew 3:1-12 ~ Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.

Text Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2012, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. Images were taken from the
Maitland-Newcastle Catholic Diocese, St. Vincent de Paul Society, Liturgy Help and Microsoft Clip Art.




