St. Brigid’s Church
Raymond Terrace

Medowie Mallabula

ST. BRIGID’S PARISH - RAYMOND TERRACE
Sunday 19th July 2026 ~ Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)

“Our Parish will be a vital, caring and welcoming community, living the Gospel of Jesus in word and action.”

PARISH INFORMATION

Parish Office:

65 William Street, Raymond Terrace
PO Box 10 Raymond Terrace NSW 2324
Phone: (02) 49871888
Email: rtparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Web: www.stbrigidsraymondterrace.com.au
Office Hours: Monday: Office Closed
Tuesday to Friday: 9.30am - 2.30pm

Fr. Joyce Sebastian Victor
Administrator : St. Brigid's Parish
Parish Priest : Myall Coast Parish

Dean : Myall Deanery

Assistant Priest: Fr. Peter Thoai

Assistant Priest: Fr. Anton Perera
St. Brigid's Parish & Myall Coast Parish

Parish Secretary: Kate Allen
Financial Secretary: Phil Hickling

Sacramental Coordinator: Maryjane Malone

ST. BRIGID’S
69 William St, Raymond Terrace

Weekend Masses:
Saturday 5.00pm and Sunday 9.30am
Weekday Masses:
Tuesday and Wednesday 7.00am
Friday 9.15am
Reconciliation: Saturday 4.15pm

ST. CHRISTOPHER’S
507 Medowie Rd, Medowie

Weekend Mass:
Saturday 6.00pm
Weekday Masses:
Tuesday and Friday at 5.30pm
Reconciliation: Friday 5.00pm

OUR LADY HELP OF CHRISTIANS
1193 Lemon Tree Passage Rd, Mallabula

Weekend Mass:
Sunday 7.30am
Weekday Mass:
Thursday 9.15am
Reconciliation: Sunday 7.00am

Thoughts on the Gospel

Today’s reading features three parables
about the kingdom: the weeds in the field;
the mustard seed; and yeast in the flour.
They are three fascinating parables about
something undesirable or unwanted being
mixed in with something that is apparently
good - and Jesus presents them as
descriptions of what the kingdom of heaven
is like.

Let’s look at the imagery of these parables.
Darnel is a weed that looks exactly like
wheat while it is growing. Only once the

ears have formed can it be distinguished
from the wheat. It is a malicious prank to
sow darnel among wheat.

The mustard seed grows into such a large tree that birds come and nest
in it. Why would any farmer want to deliberately plant a tree in the
middle of his fields that attracts birds that will destroy his crops?

Three measures of flour is an enormous amount of flour; enough to make
50 or 60 loaves of bread! Yeast begins to ferment the dough mixture and
if not baked the dough goes mouldy and goes bad. To leaven that much
dough at one time is somewhat foolish. The Hebrew word used for
leavening in scripture is Chametz, it literally means 'sour'. It is that
essence by which things decay. Leavening is a fermentation process - a
process of breaking down or corruption.

To describe the kingdom of God in these ways may seem a bit odd. Can
the kingdom of God be a ‘corrupting’ or ‘souring’ or ‘irritating’
influence? The kingdom message of Jesus can be seen as a corrupting
force in that it set about corrupting and destroying what was a flawed
system. The parables also demonstrate that it only takes a tiny amount of
this ‘corrupting’ influence to have a dramatic effect.

A reflection by Fr Greg Sunter.

READINGS FOR THIS SUNDAY

FIRST READING: Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 ~ In the place of sin, you give repentance.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-27 ~ The spirit himself pleads for us in a way that
could never be put into words.

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 13:24-43 ~ Let them grow together until the harvest.




Please remember the following people in your prayers:

The Sick
Lucy Went, Tony Murphy, Linda Birt, Peter Betwell,
Alicia Proctor, Kevin McKinley, Dianna McKinley, David Ross,
John Flynn, Michael Johnson, Hugo Rice, Robyn Turner,
Yvonne Bailey, Christine Natson, Kylie Scott, Andrew Pelley,
Lila Lineham, Keith Smith, Justen Bailey, Patricia Bowmaker,
Kerrie, Christine, Johanne Kenning, Michael O’Halloran,
Ted Lyons, Margaret Spooner, Jan, Carmel Walker,
Eileen Mullen, Andrew Trivers, Elaine Margery, Rae Blyton,
Bishop Michael Malone, Coral McCaull, Zeljka Woods,
Jessica Byron, Judith Robbins, Elaine Roberts, Clare Lyons,
Carol Bourke, Lisa Pritchard, Sue Dainton, Susan Munnery,
Denis Cahill, Linda Fitzsimmons, Catherine Armitage,
Mary Josephine and Frank Byron.

The Recently Deceased
Cornelus (Con) Kniest

Death Anniversaries
Kevin Cahill

Special Intention
Helen (Taylor), Alannah and Theodore for a safe and healthy
journey and good results.

Marijke Bakker for a good recovery.

Tr

Magdalene Awards 2026

All are welcome to join together to celebrate and recognise the
remarkable women and their voluntary contribution to our
diocesan community at the 2026 Magdalene Awards on
Sunday 26th July at 9:30am at the Sacred Heart Cathedral.

Fr Joyce Annual Leave

Fr Joyce will take his second phase of Annual Leave from
Monday 3rd August to Monday 10th August. The third and final
phase of leave will be in November/December. Please keep Fr
Joyce in your prayers for safe travels during his annual leave.

St. Brigid’s School Spring Fair

The St. Brigid’s Primary School Spring Fair will be held on
Sunday 13th September from 10am-2pm in the school
grounds. There will be entertainment, rides, food, lollies,
showbags, raffles and lots more. All welcome. Free entry!

Mission & Evangelisation Upcoming Events

o The Travelling Exhibition of the Saint Carlo Acutis Pilgrim
Relic to visit the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle between

Tuesday 8th September and Monday 14th September.
e ALIVE Youth Retreat will be held from Friday 25th
September to Sunday 27th September at Lake Macquarie.

Myall Deanery Meeting

The Myall Deanery Meeting for Fathers and Deacons will be held on
Thursday 23rd July at St. Stephen’s Tea Gardens from 11am-1pm. Please
remember them in your prayers. Fr Joyce, Dean - Myall Deanery.

Financial Report For Year Ended 30 June 2026

Copies of the Financial Report, Profit & Loss reports listing comparison of
years 2024-25 and 2025-26 along with comparison of Mass centres Our
Lady Help of Christians Mallabula, St Christopher's Medowie and St.
Brigid's Raymond Terrace have been placed on the notice boards. Any
information required regarding the reports can be obtained from our
Financial Secretary, Phil Hickling.

The Synodal Way: A journey into what the Global Synod Now

Asks of Us ~ St. Brigid’s Parish Hall Thursday 30th July

The Synod on Synodality has been one of the most significant events in
the life of the Catholic Church since Vatican Il. For the first time, lay
women and men joined bishops in the Synod Assembly with equal voting
rights. Shortly afterwards, Pope Francis adopted the Final Document as
part of the ordinary teaching of the Church. What does this mean for us
and for the future of our Diocese? Join us as we explore the key themes of
the Final Document, the implementation phase now underway, and
opportunities to become involved in local Synodal Teams. To be held
on: Thursday 30th July 6pm-7.30pm at St. Brigid’s Parish Hall Raymond
Terrace. Please bring a plate to share for this gathering. All those wiling to
participate kindly visit this link by 25th July to register: https://synod-doc-
raymond-terrace.eventbrite.com.au

Nourishment Day: Refreshing the Hearts of Parish Musicians
Parish musicians are warmly invited to a day of prayer, reflection, learning,
and fellowship on Saturday 8th August at the Sacred Heart Cathedral from
10am-3.00pm. Week after week, musicians help our communities pray
through song. Nourishment Day offers an opportunity to step away from
the routine of ministry, renew your spirit, deepen your understanding of
liturgical music, and connect with fellow musicians from across the
Diocese. Whether you sing in a choir, cantor at Mass, play an instrument,
lead congregational singing, or coordinate music ministry, this day is for
you. Come and be refreshed, inspired, and encouraged as we explore the
vital role of music in the Church'’s prayer and mission. This is a free event.
Please register by visiting: https://mn.catholic.org.au/event/nourishment-
day-refreshing-the-hearts-of-parish-musicians/

Pastoral Letter regarding the Society of St. Pius X
Please find a copy of Bishop Michael Kennedy's Pastoral Letter regarding
the Society of St. Pius X at your Mass Centre this weekend.

Special Religious Education (SRE) Volunteers

Each week our small group of dedicated Catechists teach Scripture (SRE)
in our local public primary schools. We need more volunteers for 2026!
Catechists have an incredible impact on the faith journey of the children
that they teach. Do you have 1 or 2 hours to spare each week? Is this
ministry your calling? If so, then please make contact with the Parish Office
on 49 871 888 and we will put you in touch with our SRE coordinator,
Vinette Shrimpton. All training and resources are provided.

Mission to Seafarers / Stella Maris Centre Volunteers

The Mission to Seafarers/Stella Maris Centre are in need of volunteer
drivers for the Afternoon/Evening Roster Mondays to Fridays 3pm-10pm
and on the weekends. Enquiries to mark.spenceri@mn.catholic.org.au or
0408 895 951.

SCAE Helpers
If you would like to help with the SCAEs please give your name to the
Parish Office and then training will be organised.



MASS AT HOME

Live stream Sunday Mass from the
Sacred Heart Cathedral Newcastle
You can watch the live stream from the Sacred
Heart Cathedral every Sunday at 9.30am by
visiting the website: www.mn.catholic.org.au
and clicking on “Sunday Mass Live Streams”.

Watch Mass For You At Home on TV
from the Diocese of Wollongong
You can watch Mass for You at Home on
Channel Ten at 6am on Sundays or on Foxtel's
Aurora Channel (173) at 10am on Sundays.

Watch Mass Online
Visit these websites: www.10play.com.au or
www.massforyou.com.au to watch Mass for
You at Home at a time convenient to you.

DIOCESE OF MAITLAND-NEWCASTLE

To find out ‘What's On’ in our Diocese visit their
website www.mn.catholic.org.au or call them
on 4979 1111 (Monday to Friday).

SCAE ROSTER

First Weekend: 5.00pm Saturday
St. Brigid's Raymond Terrace
Second Weekend: 6.00pm Saturday
St. Christopher’s Medowie
Third Weekend: 7.30am Sunday
Our Lady Help of Christians Mallabula
Fourth Weekend: 9.30am Sunday
St. Brigid’s Raymond Terrace

Fifth Weekend: 5.00pm Saturday
St. Brigid’s Raymond Terrace

ROSARY
The Rosary is prayed before Mass at
St. Brigid's Raymond Terrace every Friday,
Saturday and Sunday.
The Rosary is prayed at 7am Sunday and
8.45am Thursdays at Our Lady Help of
Christians Mallabula.

The Rosary is prayed before Mass at
St. Christopher's Medowie every Tuesday,
Friday and Saturday.

PARISH BULLETIN
To have a name placed on the Death
Anniversaries or Sick List please
ensure that you phone or email Kate
at the Parish Office before 11.30am
on Thursdays.

ADORATION
First Friday of the Month at St.
Brigid's Raymond Terrace at 8.30am.

Every Friday at 5.00pm at St.
Christopher's Medowie.

SAFEGUARDING
The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle
Office of Safeguarding: 4979 1390

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

SOCIETY
Newcastle: 49 676 277

Mallabula: 0402 087 401 (Brian)

ST. BRIGID’S, RAYMOND TERRACE

Welcomer Ministers of the Word Extra-Ordinary Presentation of Gifts
Ministers of Communion

18/7/126 | Mary Thorpe Carmel Warby Paul Edstein Mary Thorpe

Vannessa Tasker Clare Dawson
19/7/26 | Vinette Shrimpton Shane Giggins Steve Hickling Vinette Shrimpton

Phil Hickling Sharon Blyton Linda Birt
25/7/26 | Mary Thorpe Clare Dawson Tracey Edstein Mannyx Family

Brendon Mannyx Vannessa Tasker
26/7/26 | Margaret Pryer Sharon Blyton Phil Hickling Elenoa Cutmore

Robert Woolley Vinette Shrimpton Catherine Hickling

OUR LADY HELP OF CHRISTIANS, MALLABULA
Ministers of the Word Commentator Presentation of Gifts
19/7/126 | Cynthia Rogers Greg Patteson Anne Cheetham & Albert Went
26/7/26 | Catherine Kilpatrick Elizabeth Currie Val Betwell & Carmel Volker
ST. CHRISTOPHER’S, MEDOWIE
Open, Close & Lock Welcomer Minsters of the Word | Presentation of Gifts/ Acolyte
Candle Bearers
18/7/26 | Greg Hammond Yvonne Carolan | Mary Chahoud Flynn Family Andrew Chahoud
Nina Hammond Leonie White
25/7/26 | Greg Hammond Mary L Sultana | Elsie Brown Denise Dawe Andrew Chahoud
Nina Hammond Jessica Sarmento Anne Kayser



http://www.10play.com.au/
http://www.massforyou.com.au/

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: See, | have God for my help. The Lord sustains my soul. | will sacrifice to you with willing heart, and praise
your name, O Lord, for it is good.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Lord, you are good and forgiving.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia! Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; you have revealed to little ones the
mysteries of the kingdom. Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: The Lord, the gracious, the merciful, has made a memorial of his wonders; he gives food to those who
fear him.

HYMNS FOR THIS WEEKEND AT ST. BRIGID’S RAYMOND TERRACE
Here | am Lord ~ Hymn 90 Gather Your People ~ Hymn 71 Il be Always Loving You ~ Hymn 82 Strong & Constant ~ Hymn 110

On behalf of The Parishioners of St Brigid’s & Myall Coast Parish

Dear Principals, Staff and Students of

St Brigid's Primary School, Raymond Terrvace
St Joseph’s Primary School, Bulahdelah
Catherine McAuley Catholic College, Medotvie

Wish You All A Lot of Success in 1€M 3 for The Academic Year 2026.

Prayerful Wishes &
God’s Blessings

Parishioners & Clergy

Invitation to Medowie Friendship

An invitation is extended to all parishioners from Medowie, Mallabula and Raymond Terrace to the following friendship events:

First Monday of the Month: Cuppa at the Greenhouse (Pacific Dunes) at 10.00am. For more details please call Nina on 0428 848 033.
First Thursday of the Month: Ladies’ Dinner. For more details please call Leonie on 0418 456 072.

First Thursday of the Month: Men's Dinner at the Bull n Bush Hotel Medowie. For more details please call Patrick on 0409 648 837.
Second Tuesday of the Month: Craft and Cuppa at Nina’s. For more details please call Nina on 0428 848 033.

Third Weekend of the Month: Cuppa after the Saturday 6pm Mass at St. Christopher’s Oratory Medowie.

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12 ~ You have asked for wisdom.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:28-30 ~ He predestined us to become true images of his Son.
GOSPEL READING: Matthew 13:44-52 ~ He sells everything he owns and buys the field.

Text Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2012, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. Images were taken from the
Maitland-Newcastle Catholic Diocese, St. Vincent de Paul Society, Liturgy Help and Microsoft Clip Art.




